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report 


^RE  LElgIGAL  OFEICPIR  OE  IRU/EiTT-T 
to  the 

SKERBORI'IR  RIJRAT,  nA-:iT,:jlY  AUTEORIT Y 
for  the  Year 

1938  , 

^TATI^TIGS  /ER^.S^AL.G0l!DITI0h3  OR  TITS  ARRA . 

AREA  (acres) 

POPULATION  (Registrar  General's  estiiate  liidsnr.  1938) 
Nunber  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1938 
Rateo^ble  value 

Su:n  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


41,481 

5j06o 

1, 658 
<£21,225 
£94 


employe!  If SAIc AtSS!" YjYtt  population  is  mainly 

C-loTing  is  carried  on  in  t^is  rlic^t-riro-f-  4.- 

prosperity  in  many  homes  is  tie  leTt^if  hdYfr^f"" 

There  is  now  little  uue..iployment  in  the  district. 

vital,  STATISTICS  OP  Tim  idtt  R  . 


Total, 

T  T 

l-i  0 

i  a 

Live  Births  (Legitimate 

1  Illegitimate 

66 

2 

33 

2 

Still  Births 

Nil, 

Deaths 

54 

26 

28 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes:- 

Puerperal  sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  causes 


Rat  e  -pe  r 

1000  o 

13"06 


10067 


Nil, 
I'T  i  1  o 

Nilo 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  yecr  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

I’OOO  legitimate  births 

ille^itnnate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Deaths  fromi  Gancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  heasels  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  whooping  Gough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


Nil» 

Nilo 

Nil, 

4 

Nil, 

Nil, 

Nil, 
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There  has  been  little  sickness  and  invalidity  in  the  district 
during  the  yearo  The  epidemic  of  influenza  was  very  small  and  the 
disease  of  a  mild  type*  The  health  and  physique  of  adults  and 
children  in  the  a^rea  is  good* 

GEi^ERitL  IR0VI3I0N  0?  HEALTH  3SRVIG3S  THE  AREA , 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  -Authority  comprieo 

(a)  A  part-time  liedical  Officer  of  Health;  G,R,  Rickett,  M*D, 

(b)  A  whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector;  K,R.  Blackmore  (Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint 
Board) * 

(c)  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistant;  R*  Bridge  (Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board)* 

LABOR/iTORY  FACILITIES  * 


The  laboratory  facilities  provided;  continue  to  be  ample  s;nd 

good, 

AIlBULAIICE  PACILITIES  „ 


The  Ambulance  facilities  in  the  neighbourhood  are  sufficient* 
The  Coujicil  themselves  undertake  to  remove  any  infectious  cases  and 
there  is  no  delay  in  removal*  The  Council  has  decided  to  make  an 
annual  contribution  towards  the  Ambulance  provided  by  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society  for  the  removal  of  other  cases  of  illness* 


LUR3IHG 


III 


lOLIS , 


There  has  been  no 
during  the  x^ast  year* 
the  efficiency  of  this 


noticeable  change  in  the  ITursing  facilities 
There  is  ever^A  crause  for  satisfaction  at 
service  in  the  district* 


TREATLISHT  CSHTRES  ABB  GLIBICS 


There  are  no  treatiment  or  clinic  centres  in 


the  district* 


HOSPITALS  * 

There  is  no  Hospital  run  by  this  Local  Authority  but  the 
Council  contribute  tov/ards  the  maintenance  of  the  Yeatraan  Hospital 
Sherborne;  which  receives  cases  from  this  area*  It  has  recently 
been  decided  to  enlarge  and  renovcAe  the  Hospital  and  brinpx  it 
thoroughly  ui:- to-date*  The  Llembership'  of  the  Hospital  League 
continues  to  increase. 


Por  infectious  diseases  the  arrangements  as  in  past  years 
still  holds;  but  recently  a  suggestion  has  been  discussed  that 
this  district  sleould  join  with  the  northern  part  of  Dorset  to  main¬ 
tain  a  joint  Hospital  oi”  Hospi  tals  *  So  far  no  decision^has  been 
arrived  at*  It  would  not  appear  necessary  on  the  grounds  of  health 


that 


T  r 


e  should  be  made* 


SATITARY  CIRCBI.I3TABGE3  OE  THE  AREA, 


Y7ater  Supijlies  * 

The  contemplated  supply  of  ¥/ater  for  a  large  area  in  the  South 
of  the  district  has  been  sanctioned  and  in  part  completed,  t'lat  is 
to  say,  water  is  now  being  -  .  -  .  --  .  -  --  ---  i 

the r e  will  be  1 i 1 1 le  dele y 


fciupiplied  to  5  of  the  10  parishes  and 


in  extending  and  finishing  this  supply, 


In  quality 
ab  0  u  t  twice  t  h  cj 


the  water  is  good  and  in  dry  weather  the 
estimated  necessary  re quirsmen ts * 


flow  is 
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Water  Su-Q-plies  (Continued)  , 

Ho dwell  and  Bighop»s  Caundle  Water  Supply , 

In  the  parish  of  Holnell  a  further  100  yards  of 
has  been  established. 


piped  supply 


Bradford  Abbas  Water  Sunnlv , 

In  Bradford  Abbas ;  v;here  for 
been  unsat isf ax tory ;  a  boring  has 
to  yield  sufficient  supply  for  thi 

Thp^rnford  V/ator  Supply , 


many  years  the  water  supply  hos 
been  made  and  it  has  been  found 
whole  parish. 


A  Scheme  IS  at  present  being  prepared  for  adoption  at  Thornford 
-pt"  previous  reports  attention  has  been  dravm  to  the  unsatis- 

cX  ory  extent  of  supply ^  The  Council  has  been  negotiating^  vi;ith 

is^nl-nt^  nf^  purcliase  of  the  source.  It  would  appear  that  there 
plenty  of  Wcoter  ana  all  that  needs  doing  is  to  enlarge  the 
^seryoir  end  extena  the  mains.  This  matter  deserves  prompt 

^  further  increase  of  population  in  this  area'will 
demand  a  proper  v^ater  supply, 

Beerhackett  Water  Sunnlv , 


In  part  of  the  parish  of 
improve  the  supply  from  the  we 
unsatisfactory.  The  existing 
extended , 


Beerhacke ttj despite  every  attempt 
11s j  the  condition  remains 
mains  in  Beerliaxkett  should  be 


to 


Oborne 


V/ater  ounnlv , 


The  Oborne  Water  Supply 
Report  is  now  being  reinedied 
very  nearly  supply  the  v^rhole 


adversely  commentated  on  in  last  year’s 
and  tile  scheme  when  completed  will 
needs  of  the  parish. 


Pine  d  Sunnlie  s , 


Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analyses  of  the  Council's 
supplies  are  made  every  three  months  and  in  each  case  water 
i^roclamed  satisfactory. 


water 
has  been 


the 


To  sura  up,  the  results  of  tackling  the  water  supply  problem  in 
pcSt  few  years  have  resulted  that  out  of  32  parishes  10  will  be 

ttoffor  fW  the  remaining  2  there  is  every  nroWMlit; 

Abbas  a  satisfactory  solution  for  the  problem 

parisU^of°P-c,ti  difficult  to  see  what  could  be  done  for  the 

parist-  of  Co-stleton  where  the  buildings  to  be  supplied  are  mainlv 

of^vater^  isolated  farms  for  which  so  far  there  is  no  shnrtagx 


BRAIHAGE  AHD 


The  re 
conditions 


has  been  little  improvement  in  the  objectionable 
rej-orted  last  year  in  five  of  the  parishes. 


^  ^  In  Bradford  Abbas  the  condition  is 
similarily  the  conditions  are  the  same, 
and  Che tn ole  has  not  yet  been  tackled. 


much  the  same,  in  Trent 
The  problem  of  Yetrainster 


In  Thornford  a  Scheme  is 
will  rsaiedy  the  objectionable 


finished, 
f  eatures , 


av/aiting  approval,  v/hich 
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I)R/\.IITAGB  /iirp  (Continued)  o 

In  Poyntington  the  nuisances  reported  last  year  have  been 

re.'Asdied  by  relaying  po^rt  of  the  sewt^r  and  excluding  the  surface 
v/ater  fron  ito 


n  Longburton  the  conditions  loa.ve  been  greatly  improved,  althoup-h 
they  cannot  be  yet  considered  quite  satisfactory.  The  contents  of" 
the  sewer  are  now  taken  further  away  from  the  village  and  discharged 
into  a  sraall  sedimentation  tank. 

It  would  appear  that  tlie  main  difficulty  ia  successfully 
remedying  these  nuisances  is  a  financial  one, 

would  be  Yfeli  to  note  that  should  the  population  of  these 
&106S  greatly  increased  by  conoitions  such  as  the  reception  of 

evacuees  in  large  imiibers  the  existing  nuisances  would  be  oreatly 
aggravated  and  the  Council  would  be  well  advised  to  consider  with 
tne  Dorset  County  Council  and  the  Ilinistry  of  Health  the  provision 

oi  necessary  funds  for  carrying  through  complete  and  satisfactory 
Schemes, 

RIVERS  AIJD  STRBA.l'S  , 

Ho  gross  polution  of  rivers  of  streams  occur  now  in  this  district 
CLOSET  ACCOIJUQDATIOH. 

-inaf  district  there  still  exists  a  number  of  pail  closets  and 

a  lew  vaults.  If  this  area  should  be,  in  the  future,  suddenly 
requested  to  receive  some  hundreds  of  evacuees  it  will  be  necessary 
t;o  consider  carefully  v/h^t  action  should  be  taken  br  the  Council  to 
insure  saiety  in  tlie  use  of  these  closets, 

„  j  j  appear  that  it  would  be  wise  for  some  sc-heme  of 

1  lonal  closet  accomnodation  of  a  temporary  nature  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  as  weUfiLB  a  scheme  for  the  supervision  of  all  closets  and, 
necessary ,  en  authorised  collection  of  night  soil. 


if 


'V,  ■''■'^ould  be  a  Yvise  precaution  to  insist  that  in  all  parishes 

wnere  there  is  a  piped  supply,  water  closets  should  be  provided  in 
rne  houses.  It  is  suggested  that  the  Council  might  discuss  how 


the  costs  of  such  transformation  should  be  born,  but  if  safety  in 
rnese  villages  is  to  be  insured  every  necessary  step  should  be 
considered  v/ithout  delay, 

PUBLIC  CLE/^.K^SIHG , 

^  During  tne  past  ye 0m  the  Council  have  made  arrangements  to  rent 
a  piece  of  land  at  Y/hitehouse  Coomion,  one  acre  in  extent,  containing 
+  Eive  loads  of  Refuse  from  the  Villages  of 

wnetnole  and  Leigh  v/ere  deposited  in  the  pit,  since  when  nothing 
urther  has  been  done.  It  wras  proposed  to  make  this  land  serve  as 
a  aurnp  for  the  parishes  in  the  Southern  half  of  the  district  and  to 
acquire  or  rent  a  similar  part  of  land  to  serve  the  Ilorth, 


It  was  esti 
disposing  of  the 
equivalent  to  a  ^d 


that  tlie  expense  entailed  in  collecting  and 
refuse  for  the  whole  of  the  district  would  be 


a  ted 

s 

rate 


in 


The  Council  after  consideration  resolved  to  do  nothing  further 
vievi^  of  the  expense , 


Meanwnile^  the  deposits  of  refuse  and  tins  are 
near  most  of  tlie  villages  and  the  nuisance  is  not 
as  more  use  is  made  of  tinned  food. 


still 

likely 


to 

to 


be  seen 
decrease 
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sa;:itary  insiyctioit, 


Tab'ulc,r  State-lent  of 

Tic  ~r'  £v, 

tion  ,_io.,d0  bv 

the  3c  nit  on- 

Inspe  ctions , 

i''i  0  t  i  C  G  3  0 

notices 
Complied , 

Housing  0 

693 

272 

79 

Tublic  Health  Act, 

140 

8 

6 

i.Ii Ik  Olid  Da iries  Order, 

321 

27 

26 

Ren tor ies , 

17 

Shops , 

16 

- 

tor 


Rego^rding  tLi.e  :.iotice3  under  tLe  liousing  Acts  these  were  all 
informal  notices  of  the  erristenco  of  defects;  which  owing  to  the 
Council  "being  witnout  a  full  tine  typist  v/ere  not  served  until  the 
last  six  nonths  of  the  year  ^nd  accordingly  the  full  result  of  the 
work  done  cannot  he  shown  in  this  year's  report,  79  notices;  ho^Ysvei 
were  complied  wit’r.';  and  at  the  3l3t,  Recernher  work  Wc.s  in  nrocress  on 


20  no  uses.  In  the  case  of  156  notices  the  ow'ne  rs  had  under  talcen  to 


carry  out  the  work 


A  special  report  will  he  mi.de  to  the  Council  at  an  early  dati 
regard  ii'ig  the  informal  notices  served  on  16  houses  in  respect  of 
v/hich^the  owner  hns  done  nothing  or  give-i  any  undertaking  that  lie 
■will  d 0  the  wo r "ir.  re q u i r 0 d , 


The  outstanding  i  iformal  notice  not  coni.lied  ■'vith  under  the 
^,:ilk  ana  Dairies  Order  ha.s  resulted  in  an  undertaking  being  given  by 
the  owner  to  reconstruct  the  whole  of  the  stalls  conplaiied  of  during 
the  surner  of  1939, 


It  has  been  found,  in  this  diistrict  more  'useful  to  proceed  by  way 
of  informal  notices  than  by  statutory  notices.  By  this  means  much 
valuable  time  of  tlie  Officials  amid  the  Council  is  salved;  there  is 
more  friendly  co-operation  between  the  Officials  <and  the  landlords; 
more  cxlvice  is  sought  and  a.  better  result  obtained, 


It  has  been_  found  in  practice  that  duri  ig  tlie  past  year  out  of 
307  informal  notices  267  lYere  agreed  to  c,nd  in  only  one  instance; 
that  of  7  houses  s.t  fetminster;  lias  it  been  found  nscessa.ry  to  resort 
to  the  statutory  noticeo 


llo  anti  on  has  b,.-en  ne  cess  .n'-y  umder  the  Shops'  Act;  1934 
Camping  Sites , 


I'fo  applic ..  1 10,1  for  tlie  licensing  of  camping  sites  lv,s  been 


received  or  rraoiited  within  the  area, 

3  mo  ke  Ab a,t  e men  t , 

There  is  no  nuisance  from  smoke  in  tlie  district, 

Swfimming  .Baths  and  Tools  , 

There  are  'mo  sY/inriiing  pools  of  this  descript ica  in  the  district 
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ERADICATIOI^  OE  BED  BUG 


There  has  Been  one  case  of  eradico.tion  of  bed  bugs  at  a  cottage 
at  LoiigburtoHo  A  contractor  v/as  employed  for  the  disinf es ta.tion 
which  1,70.3  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  hydrogen  Cyanide,, 

SCHOOLS , 


All  the  schools 
year.  In  five  cases 
replo, ced  by  po.i  1  or  ’w 
schools  concerned  o.re 
Bishop's  Caundle 
(Boys  and  Girls) 


in  tliis  a.re3.  liave  been  inspected  during  the 
Vault  Closets  still  exist  vAnich  should  be 
ater  closets  o.s  the  circumstances  perrnito 
as  follov/s^” 

,  Holwell;  Nether  Compton  and  Yetrainster 


The 


_It  would  appear  that  in  the  case  of  Nether  Compton  that 
difficulty  may  be  experienced  in  obtaining  water  closets  but  in  the 
other  cases  there  should  be  no  difficulty^ 


In  the  whole  area  there  have  only  been  13  cases  of  infectious 
aiseasesy  eleven  being  Scarlet  Lever,  The  usual  methods  of 
excluding  of  suspects  in  these  cases  wrere  employed  ouid  there  was  no 
spread  of  the  diseases. 


HOUS  ING 


1, 

I  us 

ije  c  t 

ion 

of  Dwe 

(1) 

(a) 

Total  No,  of 

hou 

s  ing 

def  ec 

Act 

G  )  , 

(t)) 

0 

c 

of 

insp  ec 

(2) 

(a) 

No  , 

of 

dvi^elli; 

.  - w  -W.  ^  ^  ^  v_/  J.  Kj 

(1;  above)  which  were  inspected  a,nd  recorded  under 
the  housing  Consolidated  Regulations  I925  and  I932 

(b)  No,  of  inspe  c  tion.s  made  for  the  purpose, 

(3)  No.  of  dv/ell  ing-hous  es  found  to  be  in  a  sta,te 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
un fit  for  ti uma.n  nab  i  t  at  i  0  n  , 

“  of  dw^G  11  ing “houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  pireceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  hab  i  tat  ion  , 

2 ,  Bej2ied3L-Of ^Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Lormal  Notices s - 

No,  of  dv/elling-hous es  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers, 

3 o  Action  under  Statutory  Fov/ers  duriom:  the  Yea r t  - 


405 

693 

405 

693 

Nil, 


278 


79 


Proceedings  under  sections  9^  10  and  16  of  the 
housing  Act.  “ 

( 1)  No,  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  v^^ei-e  served  requiring  repairs.  Nil, 


(6) 


1  V 


(2)  NOo  of  dv/elling-houses  which  v/ere  rendersd 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  s™ 

(a)  By  ov/nerso  3 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners,  Nilo 

( h )  Proceedings  under  Puhlic  Health  Acts , 

(1)  NOo  of  d¥/elling“houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  he 
remedied,  6 

(2)  No,  of  d¥/elling-hous s  in  which  defects  v/ere 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  ov/nerSo  Nil, 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Nil, 

ov/ners , 

( )  Proceedings  under  s ections  11  and  13  of  the 

llousijig  Act,  1931^7" 

(1)  No,  of  dv/elling-houses  in  respect  of  v/hich 

Demolition  Orders  v/ere  made,  2 

(2)  No,  of  dv/elling-houses  deiuolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders,  Nil, 


Act,  I'/L^o 

(1)  No,  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  v/hich  Closing  Orders 

were  made,  2 

(2)  No,  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

heen  rendered  fit.  Nil, 

4 6  Eousing  Act, _ 1936  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding , 

(a)  (1)  No,  of  dwelling-houses  overcrov/ded  at  the  end 

of  the  year,  1 

(2)  No  01  faiuilies  dv/elling  therein  1 

(3)  Do,  of  persons  dv/elling  therein  6 

(t^)  No.  of  nev/  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  yea^r,  1 

(c)  (1)  No,  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year,  1 

(2)  No,  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases,  6 

(d)  Particule.re  of  any  cases  in  v/hich  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  Become  overcrov/ded  after 
the  Loca,l  Authority  have  tauen  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding, 

5#  Tote,!  No,  of  nev/  houses  erected  during  1938  59 

No,  erected  during  1938  with  State  Assistance 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  *  33 
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Approximate  No  of  v/orking  cla.ss  houses  in 
Lis  trict , 


IN3IEGTION  ALT)  SUPERVISION  ON  .NOOL . 

MILK  SUPPLY, 

The  conditions  in  v/hich  milk  is  produced  in  this  district 
continues  slov/ly  to  improve.  Structurally  many  of  the  farms  have 
keen  improved  and  there  is  more  cleanliness.  Y/ith  a  more  adequate 
Water  supply  it  should  now  he  possible  for  a  higher  standard  to  be 
maintained. 

It  is  still  a  matter  to  be  regreted  that  only  one  dairy  supplies 
pasteurised  milk.  It  can  be  noted  that  the  number  of  Accredited 
Milk  Licences  is  increasingj  reaching  this  year  Y] 


MEAT  AND  OTtlSR  POOLS . 


The  two  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district  have  been  regularly 
inspected  and  are  well  kept. 

The  condition  of  food  supply  in  the  district  is  good  £ind  healthy. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned , 


Cattle  ex“ 
clud ing 

Cowzs  0 

C0W7S  0 

Calves , 

Sheep  & 
Lambs , 

Pigs , 

Number  killed. 

61 

36 

118 

Number  inspected. 

59 

- 

- 

34 

116 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis . 

Y/hole  carcases  condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

12 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  w/ith 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis , 

19 » 6 

13*3 

Tuberculosis  only, 
whole  carcases  condemned. 

•• 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

3 

t 

23 

Percentage  of  tlie  nuiiber 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis , 

5“i 

- 

- 

- 

19*8 
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NUTRITION 


The  children  in  tVie  district  are  well  up  to  ordinary  standards 
of  health  and  nourishment „ 


PREVALEtTCE 


and. 


.  t  JXi 


CVERo  INFECTIOUS  ANN  OTHER  DISEASSS , 


The  district  hns  continued  singularly  free  from  notifiable 
infectious  diseases?  the  number  of  cases  annually  reported 
being  on  the  average  a.bout  9«  type  of  scarlet  fever  was 

very  mildo  There  is  ample  Hospital  accommodation  available, _ 

It  ha  already  been  noted  that  the  Council  owns  no  Fever  Hospital, 
No  special  diseases  have  had  to  receive  attention  during  the  year. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year  193^0 


Analyst s  under  age-grouns , 


O-IO 

10-20 


20-35 

35-49 

45-65 

65  and 


over 


Totals 


M, 

- - 

F , 

TOTAL. 

2 

5 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

9 

13 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  action  lias  had  to  be  taken. 
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Nev/  Gases  and  Llortality  during;  19^8 


Age  periods. 

Hew  Gases, 

Deaths , 

Respiratory, 

Hoii"  Re  s  p  i  r  a  1 0  r  y , 

Respiratory, 

Hon-Rsspiratory, 

M 

R 

M 

F 

M 

R 

M 

R 

0" 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65  &  Upv/G. 

-J 

f 

u 

1 

1 

L_ 

.  ..  4  ^  -\ 

j 

2 

1 

1 

rds 

Totals  0 

4 

1 

2 

(signed) 


GoR.  RIGIvETT,  M.D, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
S  ho  rh  0  x*ne  R  a  D  „  G 
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